Praise for Blue Umbrella Productions’ Jungle Mary Bang Bang
“If you're a fan of old Disney movie musicals, this revue spotlighting the tunes of Richard and Robert Sherman is the show for you. Most of the old goodies are here, and many get a new twist — an operatic I'm Just a Little Black Raincloud, a gospel-tinged sing-along version of Fly a Kite, and even a jazz rendition of that most insidious of earworms, It's a Small World …the quintet of voices are able and up to the task.” —Dominic Papatola, PIONEER PRESS
“…Individually, the singers are excellent. As a group, they are transcendent. Their voices intertwine beautifully, guided by medley arrangements that are brilliant, humorous and heart-wrenching.” —Dave Romm, SHOCKWAVE RADIO

“…Great singing, fun vignettes, some really amazing arrangements and even a sing along. I don't know if I should give this away, but I really loved Scott Keever's arrangement of It's a Small World. That is one of those songs that you dread getting stuck in your head, but the jazzed up version that was sung here was so well done that I guess I was shocked into forgetting the song right away ... If you want a fun show with nostalgic songs and family friendly music, go see this one…” —Sara Cura, TAKE ME TO THE LIMIT (Minnesota Fringe Festival Blog)
Audience Reviews:

“It's a guilty pleasure, but I do love those tunes from bedknobs and broomsticks, from mary poppins, and tons of other shows we all recognize. This cast sings their hearts out and you can even join in, and its tough to not flow into their warmth and enthusiasm for fun music and a great time. If this sounds like a good time, be sure not to miss it!” —David McKay
 
“Having grown up in the 60s on movies like Mary Poppins and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, it was really wonderful to hear the Sherman Brothers' songs brought to life with such an original and exciting interpretation. I had to stifle myself many times when I found myself starting to sing some of my favorite childhood tunes. (Luckily, I was sitting way in back.) The musical arrangements and accompaniment as well as the beautiful voices and simple but appropriate choreography made this a truly fun way to start my fringe day!” —Franklin Heller
 
“…this review does everything so right - fun songs that I love, great voices, polished performances, and playful chemistry between the cast. It was just a joy to behold.” —Krystal McKay
 

“Jungle Mary Bang Bang was the first play of our second day at the Fringe, and what a great day it was! The troupe performing was wonderful, and seemed to have a real camaraderie with each other. Suzanna, Windy, Lori, Paul and Bart all have fantastic voices, great dance steps, and something phenomenal on their hands. You'll have so much fun and love the songs so much you'll want to join in! See it, see it, see it!” —Kale Ganann
 

“…Performed by the talented ensemble of Windy Bowlsby, Lori Maxwell, Bart Ruf, Paul Whittemore and Suzanna Winter, and by a talented band, it’s a cleverly conceived revue. Among the highlights: Sisters Suffragette, done in the style of the Andrews Sisters, the rock’n’roll trio of You’re 16, Tall Paul and Let’s Get Together is done as a gay piece; there’s a delicious medley of wordplay songs, and the annoying It’s a Small World, heard daily on city streets from roving ice cream trucks, is beautifully rendered in five-part harmony…this whole show is completely charming, and it’s an absolute must see!” —Steven LaVigne 


“…Most refreshing in this production is to hear the fun and catchy new takes on the familiar tunes: a boogie-woogie version of Mary Poppins' Sister Suffragette is too clever by half. And as if the songs weren't enough to draw you in, the performances of the remarkably talented cast are worth the price of admission alone. Seasoned vets, each actor mines the solo or group number for every nuance imaginable…” —Brian Farrey


“…The singing was stellar, the energy high, and the musical arrangements original and refreshing. How can you not love a Jazz interpretation of It's a Small World?...I really have not had as much fun at the rest of the Fringe as I had during the mere hour of this wonderful musical revue!” —David Rust


“All those great Disney Musicals loved by my kids, my grandkids, medley after medley in high-energy harmonies, presented well with great staging by a very talented troupe. So many unforgettable Sherman brothers songs, so little time.” —David Trudeau


“This is a review show put on by five broadway worthy singers. What more can I say? I have never felt my heart so warm.” —Craig Daniel


“I'd never heard of the Sherman Brothers, but this show proves the injustice of their anonymity. The overwhelming quantity and emotional breadth of songs show them to be one of the great songwriting teams in the history of musical theater. Of course, this revelation would be impossible without the great voices and presentation of the cast. This show is a tidal wave of non-stop joy!” —Mickey Foley
